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Abstract

This thesis searches for a linear representation of political sentiment in the activations of the
Gemma 2-2B large language model. To accomplish this, I put together a dataset of congressional
bills, and filter it to pick out the especially partisan ones. I attempt to linearly classify activations
based on the partisanship of the bill, and to linearly patch the activations with the goal of having
the model express support for more left- or right-leaning bills under a role-playing prompt.
Ultimately, I find only a small amount of signal even in the filtered dataset, and conclude that
more data than I used for classification and patching may be necessary for convincing
observations.
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