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Julia Brazas Neli Fanning
(She/her/hers)

(She/her/hers)

Astronomy & Astrophysics, Staff

Physical Sciences Division, Staff

As an ally, | think it’s important to make myself visible to others. Being an ally

f any differently.

It is important for marginalized communities to know that they are
IS connected to who | am as a person. | can’t imagine myse

supported but if the support is not visible, its intended purpose might be
missed. Participating in this exhibit displays my support visibly.
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Valerie Keller Andrew Ferguson

(She/her/hers) (He/him/his)

Chemistry, Senior Lecturer Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering, Faculty

It is important to me to create an emotionally supportive environment The role of LGBTQ+ members in science and engineering is often an untolc
where everyone can be the person they want to be. | feel this is especially story, and | am very excited for this exhibit to highlight the experiences anc
important in a teaching and research environment where people spend so achievements of this community. As an ally, | aim to be a supporter, defender,
much time in close proximity. We all have the responsibility to support and advocate of LGBTQ+ persons and rights.

each other scientifically, so why not personally as well?



NNk peing an ally
= Means not Just registering
~Support, but also being
= willing to stand up for
" people who have more
| to lose and may not

be able to advocate
/for themselves.”

Erik Shirokoff

(He/him/his)

Astronomy & Astrophysics, Faculty

| grew up with a queer mother and consider many LGBT people family.

| think being an ally means not just registering support, but also being willing
to stand up for people who have more to lose and may not be able to advo-

cate for themselves when homo/trans-phobic comments are made or heter-

onormative assumptions are left unexamined.

|
|
|

and communicating
as an active ally,
it will be easier for

those who need

it to find safe spaces.
.

J

Matt Williams

(He/him/his)

Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering, Staff

Being an ally means being available and welcoming—available to those that
need a listening ear and those that need a supportive voice and welcoming to

all who are trying to live their most authentic lives, even as they work to figure
out what that means. Most of all, being an ally is to be in a supporting role for

LGBTQ people as they define who they are.
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Kelly

(She/her/hers) (She/her/hers)

Computer Science, Staff Master’s Program in Computer Science, Staff

| have family members who are gay or lesbian and have witnessed first-hand To me, being an ally means supporting those who may be more vulnerable
how they are treated differently. Being an ally means being a safe harbor — than me. As an ally, | want to learn and listen, and encourage others to do the
someone who is there for LGBT people and who supports equal rights. same. It's important to stand up for the LGBTQ+ community and against dis-

crimination, to help those who are more vulnerable, and to be a friend.
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he same amount of space as | would if | were straight. If it b, 8

o take up t

would be natural to mention my partners in conversggg;ﬁ, then | try to use

Brent Barker

bisexual, gender questioning (They/them/theirs)

i

“_their pronouns and labels, even when it would out me. | also try to be a visible

Astronomy & Astrophysics, \@,__ ally, with a rainbow flag on my office door and a role advocating for an

: : ~ LGBT-friendly culture and structure.
Geophysical Sciences, Staff i ”‘dy._ '

It has taken a w'hi'le for me to fully acknowledge my queerness to myself, and
to think that | am “queer enough” to identify as such and to come out to
others. The process of deciding to include myself in this exhibit was daunting.

Am | queer enough? What if I'm still questioning things? Wow, this might be
the most public way I've come out! And in a work context to people | don't
know? | feel vulnerable and exposed doing so, but | feel like it's important

enough to do it. The support of my colleagues here has helped me feel safe

enough to do so.
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. ‘Tcame out at a big house party with some friends. Two of them were discuss- AI exa nd e r Bogats ky

ing their ragtionship statuses next to me. At some point, one of them turned EVAGE S
to me and asked, “So how is your girlfriend situation?”

Physics, Student

“I'm gay,” | replied. Instantly, he said, “How is your boyfriend situation?”

That reaction was all | could dream of.
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As Pve gotten more involved with graduate student activism, Ive come]iout
to audiences and in meetings composed of people | don't know. It amazes me
that I've become so comfortable with people when such a short time ago |

only shared this part of me with people | really trusted.
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Thankfully, | was always UL U : _ 1 IGA4AG1 Al 1

LGBTQ+ community, my family S I i H d

did | receive appreciation, but family and friends were also willing to learn a me ro n e rna n ez
gay (He/him/his)

about the realities other members of the LGBTQ+ community may face.

Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering, Student



Lamont Samuels

gay (He/him/his)

Computer Science, Faculty
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to them. My best" sh
SO supportive and Iovin that it made it even easier. What was truly impactful
from that experience was the overwhelming relief and happiness | felt after-
wards. It made me realize that I'm stronger than | realize and | don’t have to

be afraid of who | am.
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Danielle Scheff

trans, lesbian (She/her/hers)

As a visibly trans woman, coming

out is a core part of my identity. It means getting to wear the clothes | like and

that I'm comfortable in and using names and pronouns that don't make me
cringe. But it also means whenever | meet someone in person for the first Physics, Student
time, | worry about how they’ll react.

It can be isolating being the only visibly LGBTQ person in a group and not

knowing if anyone else identifies as part of the community. Additionally, when

trans issues, especially medical ones, affect my work, I've had problems find-
iINg advice and support because | don’t know other trans scientists. Mostly,

've found myself seeking outside communities where | can interact regularly
with other trans people.
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Chemistry, Student

science is one way to reincorporate personal identities and inclu:

scientific narratives.
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My most impactful comih_g out stingly, not the first
person | came out to or even when | came out to my parents, who were simul-
taneously welcoming and unfazed — probably the best combination you can

hope for. It was the second person | came out to: my best friend in college. He

was very religious, and | was genuinely concerned that coming out to him
would drive a wedge between us.

When | came out to him, he seemed really shaken but, once he gathered his
thoughts, he said something | did not expect: “I'm going to need your help.”

| replied, “You're going to need my help?” and he said, “You're literally the first
gay person I've ever met. | honestly don't know how to react to this. | don't

Firf ¥y

know what it means to be gay or what you must hav

/e gone through, ana
whether I've said or will say things that are hurtful to you. | need you to help
me be the friend you need right now.”

This was uncharted territory for him but, instead of reacting with fear, he of-
fered me unconditional empathy and support, while acknowledging that it
would not be an easy process. The fact that he reacted this way reaffirmed to

me that coming out to my friends was the right thing to do. Coming out
didn't drive a wedge between us and, instead, made us even closer. To this
day, he is still one of my very best friends.
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foster munity
for LGBT-In-STEM folk.”

-my mom asked, “But you don't know any-
d, “Sure! One of my coworkers is trans, and
n-binary, and another friend of mine is pansex-

Iready known! I'd talke

The Crimson Petal and The White by Michael Faber. The interviewer pointed
out that there were lots of LGBT themes in Michael Faber, and asked if | was

LGBT (which the real interviewers aren’t allowed to do!). Since | was still ques-
tioning my own sexuality, | spent the next minute sputtering and stammering,

extremely uncomfortable. The whole experience was mortifying.

Once while | was in college, my roommate’s friend mentioned how she didn't
understand bisexual people. | mentioned that | was bisexual, and then she pro-
ceeded to ask “How do you choose? When you get married, how do you

pick?” She fundamentally did not understand what bisexuality really is and re-
minded me that being bi is apparently not normal.



) people participated in the National
 Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights in
shington, D.C., in October. It was the largest

itical gathering in support of LGBT rights to date.

The University of Chicago becomes one of

the first schools to offer domestic partnership

AMerican and
NICago
ay Rights Movement
A Timeline
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The University of (
orientation to its nol

On May 17, same-sex marriages become legal
In Massachusetts.

In November, the House of Representatives approves
a bill ensuring equal rights in the workplace for gay
men, lesbians, and bisexuals.

~ 1

The LGBT Alumni Network for the University
IS established.

The University launches the Preferred Name Policy,
allowing students to choose their preferred name.

June 26, The U.S. Supreme Court ruled, 5-4,

in Obergefell v. Hodges that same-sex couples
have the fundamental right to marry and that
states cannot say that marriage is reserved for
heterosexual couples. “Under the Constitution,
same-sex couples seek in marriage the same
legal treatment as opposite-sex couples, and it
would disparage their choices and diminish their
personhood to deny them this right,” Justice
Anthony Kennedy wrote in the majority opinion.



| GBTQ+ Terms and Definitions

LGBTQIA Gender expression Living openly

Gender identity

Gender

| | non-conforming

Bisexual _

Genderqueer b el fnson e s

Same-gender loving

comingout . anstion weroy ey st bean - Sexual orientation

Transgender
Gay = Heterosexual

Gender dysphoria

Homosexual Transsexual

Gender-expansive

e
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Celepbrating the voices of LGBTQ+
people and allies In STEM.




Throughout the years, deliberate acts of inclusion
have defined our past and shaped our history.
The Out in the PSD & PME exhibit is an intentional
display of support and awareness of a community
whose resilience is admirable.

We applaud the bravery and willingness of the featured
community members who opted to share how their identity
impacts working within the STEM field as well as crucial
moments and insight surrounding the often life-long process
of coming out.

National Coming Out Day is October 11, 2019.
Please consider adding your name to the existing
PSD OUTList, which features community
members and allies.

My truth

should tell



