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Ed\r,ard Said ncver ceased to battle wirh rvhat is called Ilegelian histori
.ism, a remporlll mode ot undersraDdiDs r4rich irrvokes opposirion onll'
ro be reconciled in the end. The Hcgeli:n historicist perspectivism always
;ccks to secure a core identity underneath myriad divergent, contradictorr
lnerary, social, and lristorical phenonrena, resorting to all knrds oI tem
pornlities ro resolv€ thrcars ro rhar core identity. According ro Said, such
' temporal and redemptive opt imism' is shared among nxt modem l i ter-
ary cr i t ics and theorists.  Evcn cr i t ics l ike Lukacs, for al l  their  penetrar ive
insight into the permanent g:rp between life and representaticn, sell and
Other,  and subject and objecr,  whose reconci l iar ion occurs to rhem onl l
as provisional and aesthetlc, are none the less possessed by a deep seated
desire for their unifcation in rime. In Said's vierv, all tvpes of discou*e
prioritizing identitv orer difference or Lrnivers.rluy over locatitv do or can
Lre deploye<l to justity rhe ongoing power relarions bctween Last and Vest
or South xnd North. The one excepti()n thir Said asscrts in conrrist to
Hegelia historicism is Antonio Gramsci, rvhose geographical and spatial
mode of thinking not onlv conceives of social life and hisrory as discontinu
ously and Lrnevenly shaped, but alwavs undenakes to expose the w,rld as a
stage for srruggle lor rulc or hegemony. Manv critics have mentitned Slid s
indebtedness to Gramsci but the most i l luminat ing account of Said's inheri
tance oI the Gramscian cr i t ical  consciorsners is m:de by Sa;r l  himself  in hrs
1996 article 'History, l-iter:nrre, and Geography', which was later included
h Relle.tnns on Exile dn(l Othet Lss,lys. ln his esrimare, rhe cramscian
way of seei ig is 'gcographical  and spat ial  in i ts fundaneDtal coordinates,r
Ii considers the world to be made up of nrler and ruled or leaders and
led; it is persistentlv opposed to the tendencv n] honogenize anrl equal
ize eler,vthins; it resnrds the historl of the s'orld as a history of different
forces or rocial groups contending s'ith one another for the control of
essenrial lv heterogeneous, disconrinuous, noD-idert ical ,  and are4aal geog
raphies of human habirat ion ard eftort ' . :  I t  is arguable rh.r  rhe Gramsci in
geographical critical consciousness as such rrnderwrnes all Said's wrniDg,
trcm Oriektalism tl\rorlh The Wotkl, the Teat, and tbe Ctitic to Cuh rc
dnd ImpetitrLism.To speak of Said's nrdebtedness to Gramsci is to address
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cramsci's indebredness to Said as well, for ir is Said who insightfuly appre
ciated and elaborated what he termed ,a new seographical conscbusness of
a drcentered or multiply,centered world', impassionedly recommendiog it
to late twentieth-century critics for ,dealtingl with disjunctive formations
Jnd eyperien.e, \uch r\  $omen r hrnory. poprtar cul  ure. posrcolonral  . r ld
,ubalrrrn mrter. l  rhrr  rr fu,e ro be,uhlecred r,r  a reprLsir  c,cheme uf c, ,r
respondentes.r This geographical mode of thinking, whose critical efficacy
is established through Said's efforrs, has become a major contribution to
coutemporary postcolonial studies.

Any discussnrr of rhe cramscian crirical consciousness as geographi
cal  h kind necessari ly takes us back to cramsci 's famous oiece.;rhe
5ourhe'n Quesr i .n.  A\ ' l  imurhI  B'ennJn per.eprvel)  pu, . . i t .  So,, t -
ern Quest ion'should be recognized as already conrainins , the ent ire
intel lecru.r l  m.rp L,f  rhe N,,reboohs n a cond.n,ed .rnd ,uggi,r i re form.,
tor it introduces all the key subiece he rook up in the Nore&ools such
;s rhe problern ot  rhe Sourh,  rhe pol i r icat  tuncrron ot  rhe Inr€l lecru
als,  the pecul iar i t ies of l ta l ian history, and rhe inf luence of the ideal ist
cuhural  histor ian and phi losopher,  Benedetto Croce' .a Actual ly one can
more belond Brennan and rrgue rhar rhis monumerrrat  rhouch un6n-
i 'hed e\ ,a)  o l  Crrm,ci . .onrJin- dl l  rhe ker i*ue: raken uo,n.ontem-
porJry po'r \olonia I  sr udie\ J( $ el l :  one tseupol i r i .  a l  ,prce erplorr ing.rnr l
oppressing anorher on uhich i t  depends for markets and resources; the
und€rd€veloping of the South by the North; a discr iminat ive ideoloev
uhrch fold,  di \ r : rnce Inro di l (renr:e. connecring a cerrain poput.rr ion\
psychological ,  emotional and cultural  habits and qual i t ies wirh i rs seo,
gr.rphnal locrr ion: rn es,enrralr ,r  rheor) ot  idenriry:  rhe , .g.n, n. . j f . ,
decolonizingthe mindi a break in rhe tradi t ion ofthought;rhe role ofthe
intel lectrrals who comrnir  themselves to a certain social  or pol i t ;cal  cause.
Cram.ci  hegrn, by quoung rr ! ,m OrJap Nrloro, a iournat he torounded.
rha. fhc bourgeoisre ot  rhr  No h hd.,ubiecred ,uurhern t ra l r  and rhe
islands and reduced them ro the starus of exploited colonies' and from
there he cal ls arr€nrior ro the al l iance between the sourhern Deasanrrv
rnd the rorrhern proletar.r  a\  J \ure prrh ro r  reluren.rr ion of ihe u hote
nation, tbr the proletariat o{ rhe Norrh's emanciDation from .caDirrlist
enr laremenr '  r ,  conr inuou, , rnJ rnrerrel . r red q rrh rhe emancipar ion of  rhe
per. . rntry uf  rhe Norh. Afrer rhrr .  LrJmri  pro.eed. ro unmd,k rha,
Said. would cal l ' imasinarive geographies'  underpinning the bourgeois
ideology propagat€d among rhe masses of the nonh, which looks on

rhe South [as] a lead weight which impedes a more rapid civil develop
ment of kaly; the sourherners are biologicatty infernr beings, semi-
barbarians or complete barbarians by natural destiny; if rhe South is
backward, the fault is not to be found in the caoislist svstem or in anv
orher hr:runcr l  c.ru.e. bLr ls rhe r .rulr  of  naruie which h.r .  made the
soLrtherner lazy, incapable, criminrl, baroarous.-
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Ihe arrcg.nt strlrcnrre of.rnitude rnd reference one derects from this pas
sage informs rhe var ious descripr l ()ns of Orienrnl isrn or imperial isrn inter
rogared and cririqued in Said\ O,rcrralr-.d and Cuttrft and l1n{,uiatism.

I he rrost remarkable liature of rhe Cramsci essay, fron S;id,s poinr
ot v,e{ ' !  i -s, ts insrstorce on ex.ninirg i l l  rhe problens in geograpi ical
terms, such as'hegemonl, sociat rerriron, civit nnd politicat socieiv, ernergent nnd tradi t ional c lasses . . .  regions, ctonrairrs.  histor ic: l  bt<,cks,.r  But
the extraordinary inrportance of the piece to Srid,  i r  is argLrable. consists
not onh in irs spatialmcthod of analrsis, but tle forc,trouncled centralirv
ot rhe Sortheri Question irself. It gives irs rea.lers .r scnie that the Southe,,'.
Question is thc problem of prcblems confronting thc whotc nrtion of Iratv
.nd it, fLture. Without changing rhe atrituclcs of and rorvard the sourhe.i.
peasanrq, without intcgrat ing agrar ian southern I tah with industr i t r l ized
norrhcn luh.  q Ior . r  eyor(r j rc r t , ,  t re i .  Jhe, l ,n,mi !  I ,err \een \ourh
, ,  d \ . ,nh.  rhdc qoulJ he n, '  Lmrn.. i l . r r ron f . , r  r re, ,orrhern prnt , r r r i r r ,
no socroeconomic developnrent for rhe narion, lind no regeneration of thepeople. lhere is a sis i l icnnr.oincidence bers.een cramsci,s rrair  and
: i 'q .  l \  ̂ .1d. ror in I ,u '  h rhlre i ,  rn Jrp.enr \ou,nern e,,e. | |o,)  . \cep| h , .
r r  I  ne l / l ler  r r  r \  a lw, rnk d I  r .e qr.e. l io-  , , f  rhe t . r . r  or  I  he Or r" . r .  I  Jced,
Said's reading of Gramsci sees twr Southern eLrestions, one is historicaj
rnd the orher.onternporarli since the concepr of thc Sourhern eucsrion,as end)unrered in Gramscfs exay can be allegorically interpreted and
appropriared for differenr siruarions of dominarion or coknizarbn. Said\
adnrir ing encounrer $i th Cr:rmsci,s .The Southern errest ion, is no doubt
informed by h;s own pol i t icat anxier ies.rnd cr i t ical  agendas cmbedded nr
a world under the pressures of i rs own Souttern euesrnr.  The Sourhern
Q-uest ion ro Said and his contemporaries includimg oursetves is the qucst ion
ot how an inpcrial West with its tecbnological superioruv and militafl
prNc\ r \  r , rnrnur.rg r ,r  dunrirr . rre.  erploir .  arrL_t m,, .ep-e.enr rhe r ,on-\ \e,r
Jrd hou ur l jenr l)  nece-, I \  i ,  " ,  lurnr .r  ner \ , , ror;c blo. ot  resrsrrnte
against imperial ism reincarnatrd as capiral isr  s lobal isnr ion. Just rs cr.m_
sci\ arriculxti(m of the Southern euesrion opens Lrp a space ior eramtmrrg
the unequal relat ions berlrecn southcrn and Dorthern ha\.as wel l  as thei i
interdependorce, so Said's raising of the contcnrporary Southem euesrionoffers him r perspectivc for invesrigrting rhe lflesr's reirvented siategies
tor.aloDinatlng, underdcveloping and conrairring rhe l(esr. Whar is espe
cially wonh cclebrariis in Cramsci in Said\ view, is that he rewrote ihe
Hegelian rrasrer slave diilecric in light of the colonitrl situarion or in terms
oi colonizer and cokmized or South and North and rhrt orer tw<, decactes
before Fanon did, excepr rhar lvh.t  crntnsci  rackled was intcrnxlcolor ial
ism within rhe bounds of the at ion st l te.

Saidt mosr explicit applicatioD of rhe cr.mscian geographical mode of
critical thnrkins inplied in hrs ..l'he Sourhem er."tin,,- i, i "-a in C"l
turc and Imperidl isrn. ln rhe sect ion r i t led .ConDect ing Lmpire to Secular
Interpretarion', he entl siasticalh recornmends rhe So;rher; euestion for
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pft,viding'laln expiicitly geographical model' of anatysis for investisar,
ing the col l rrron berscerr rhe iJralr .r  hi . r , ' , , ( , , ,n dnd rhlmnerJl  rna; L, f
'he 

sor ld rr  $el l  J.  rhe r ' l r iour.u\ereisn dirpo,rr ion, rnd rnerhodoiogr
'h.rreJ arn,ng Fur, \1nrr i .  r ,  hropologi,r . .  hr.rof l . r  r  rrrd phitotogr.r ,- .
The brillirnt analysis (;rtrmsci rnakes in rhe piece signals a pretude to 7re
l'lto, Notcrools which highlights a ,paramotnt focus to the terrirorial.
spAttal, seographical founriarions of s<,cial lire'., Vhar Sdid Iound mosr
inspiring and enlightening is the way Gramsci connected rhe poor. illIerior,
rzed. rnd \ , ,1| lera[ , le \ , ,urh ro a rorrh rhar r ,  depenJenr , , "  , r ' .  c ,"- , . , . ,
geographical  analysisof rheSouth Norrh relar ionship heraldsSaid,s exolo
,ar i t  or  rhe uat\  ue.rcrn ,mpe' i r t  p, ,uen,r ,b iuqJred Jnd dependej  on
colonial peripheries for the maintenance ofa privileged tife in rhe rnetropot
itan ccDtre.l'FIis conresratory investigation of rhe sLrbjugation ofthc SoLrth
ro the rule of rhe North, bis call for an alliance berween the prolerariat and
the pcasants necessary ro the overthrow ofthe capualist system and his dia
le.  r  rcal  a nr 11.r .  ot  ,o.  r . r l  erenr, .  .  h*es anJ rnJ,;rd, j r t . .  $ hi .  h unra i t i , rgt)
situates them in concrere sociohisrorical circumstances. all these disolav an
i , ) r r , ' rJ l i ,u.  moJc ur rhinl , , ,F rnd J s( 'Frrptr .JtJrenr ion ro ,h;  , , {e.
of ctass, nation, intellecruals aDd cufture-idenriries. values :rnd exDerj-
en.t ,  a ' .  J l l  de6ncJ h) hererodeneir  ) .  in,  orgruir  1 .rnd Jr-  onr i  Lrrry Juc ro
rhei '  p i l l .u l . r r  ge, igrrphical  c i ruJrron,.  ( , ram.ci  lerer r  u*.  renrporr l r r r
domrnarion over 'par ir l r ry and hrs geographitat  ref lecr ion, on hrsmrl .and
ruI rrre retuv ro Lolhp'e I  hem inr, ,  idenr i rr .

The i noarive deployment of the tetms geo1fdphi.at and geognphy
enables Said trl nane a useful Marxism againsr the,\4arxist orthi <ixy it
takcs up al l  Marxisr issms such as clax, c lass struggle, proletar iat ,  hege
mony or leadership in geographical or sparial terms. In other words. ir
offers all the insighrs oLVarxist analyses unbLrrdened by Ilegelian histori
cisrn. What Said finds especially useful of the Cramscian c rir;cal conscious-
ness is that, while underscoring the relationality ofvalues and meanine and
rhr i rrrerconnecrcdrre,s ol  rhe $orld.  i r  i r , . r . r ,  on rhe ge"graphi,at  erDhed
dedress of texts, thoughts and practices. Said,s vaLxisation of.geography,
:nd 'geographical' cerrainl,v speaks of his own hisrorical and discu;siye
siruatedncss, that is, his participarion in the counterhegcmonic intellec-
rui i  movemerrr ,  uhr.h gJrherr  d l l  rhe Jrnmunrr( 'n '  rhe po,rmudern,orrrar
nrrde of  rh in l ing ol terr  lor  r r r rcking rhe,rrongh,, tJ, . r  cotoniat  muder
nitl Geography means difference, for what a geographicat mapping reveats
are different landscapes, ethnoscapes, ideoscapes and sociosupes as well
a '  drrnrr i l r r  te rrre.  ot  rhe ,urrJce ot rhe rJf l  h i  hahireJ hv d.rrercnr oeo
ple. . rrd dir  ergenr 1,remr , , f  l , fe .rnd grou r h rn drrrerenr prrr ,  or rhe gLbe.
LB,ErJphy a,  \u.h i ,  a di .c,r , r i , r ,o, , , .  r rnrdenr i r , r r iar , .orr .epr p,rn| . ,g,o
irresolvable difference.'Ihe geography assened by Said in opposition ro
temporality is the geography accentuaring simultaneity and spatial coexis
rence. \X/n(rc remporr lrry e rpha,rze, erolrrr ionrr l  rrme, l i  e,rrr1,  c.ru.r l
ity, idenritr, primscy, origin aDd sinsularitr, seography speaksofboundary,
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i inul taneiq, co exisrencc, plur. l i$. ,  overderermin.* ion and equ.r lu! .  As
gcographr insisrs on recrlcirr.rnt diffcrence, the geographical crrtical con
sciousness sees human histirl as a rich documentation of social conrests
lor territory', overseas rerritorial expansbns, irnaginative geographies and
dominatior and resist.nce.

Said\ seographical urderst.rniling of modern hist<rr perfonns a doLrbte
rask. On the orre hand, it cxposes rnd critiques what he calls inrrginxri'c
U/estern inrperialisr geographies rvhich dn, c rhe $rcrld in terms of self
and other,  good and evi l ,  brrbari . rn and ci ! i i ized, lust i fv ing colonial isr l l r
rerr i ror ial  €xpansions:r ld econonric exploirat io O rhe orher
hand. ir sives rise ro a geographical imagnratnx rvhich is alw:rrs nr pains to
uncover the world as uncvenlv developed and resisrant to imperial  domina-
trn. Sr id ehborates his corcept of imaginat ive geographiel  v ia discussnrg
rhe Irench phi losopher Caston Brch€hrd's 'poerics of space,,  which dist in,
guishes Letrveen objective space and pocticallr or imaginativelv endowed
lprce. The lattcr in Bachelard\ poctics of sp.rce designates I space emotion
ally, psychohgically or ideohgicallv charged or ;nvested. h is the objective
space thar has undergorre inaginative rranslonnarion or transnglrrario .
The poetically endowed space rccalls whar David Harvey terms the rela
rtunal Drce in his rece,\t t ook Spa.es .,[ Chbal Capnalkn, which ato:|ls
nith the absolute space and relatire space he formulares rhrorgh creatively
appropriating Leibniz's, Cassirer's and Lefcbvre's respective discourses on
sp:ce. The absolutc sprce is fixed, tangible, concretc and locarrble. The
relativc space is a sp.rce of relativity. The relational space is a space *hose
vrlue dcr ives i ronr relat ional i tv,  a sprce whosc use, lunct ion or conrenr
is determnred br' social rel.rtions, ideological posltions or existenri.rl arti,
rudes. I t  is i tsel I  a relar ion or rehrbnsLip. I  I lar ley's relat idr:r l  space is
srnonymous ',\,ith and cxplanarory of BacLelard\ i iginative spnce, .rnd
as srch both help to grasp Said|inraginative geographiet. Borh relationnl
spacc and imasin,rrive geography derire rheir nreanings and valucs from
rclationality or positionaliry and both tend to romanticize, alter or f.rlsify
an objective entitv.

lmasinarne geograpLies as .r hallmafk of Oriemalism alwavs commit a
d'  ' rhle v olen.e: i r  cr , ' r rc , . r" .  el ,  serrrrrnr dr ererce n,rd fr l - rrcrre. di t ter .
ence where it does nor er<ist. (;eogr.phical imagintrrion, on rhe corrrarl,
performs a doublc task of questioling false differencc to show the reprc-
senttrtional vi(teDce of the West cluring its encolr ter wirh its geographical
and racial Others. Wh.tt is at strke here is dre use oI differencc cu both
sides. The concept of difference c.rn be raker .s a Bakhtinian sprce fol
social contest, in ufiich different social groups or forccs fiercelv engage
lvith oDe inother for hegemony. I he postcolonial relaunching of differ
ence is to assert  the equalur of bcing on behalf  of  the previous and present
col(rrized and prorest the vioLcnt eafncenrenr of tLeir cufture atrd Listorv
hl  .o l , ,nJl , ,m. l , , r  r ,e.ul . . r l r , , -  p, , , r le r .  r . .e,r  rhor eqJr l  v ot  h.rB
is to challenge and question the V/est's colonizxtion oi rhe non-V/cst. Ihe
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West regards the diff€renr resr as inferior, backward and uncivilized. for
its social organization, cultural life aDd aesrhetic production does not con-
forn or measure up to modern Vesrern norms. The Wesr,s advanced sci-
ence and rechnology and military rnight has established the heeemony o{
ir '  c i r  r l i rar ion. u hich pcrce' !e\  arher (  i !  r l i / r r ions a. unc,vrt i i  ed :nd $ h,.  h
achieved control over nations differently developed in science and technol
ogy. Western civilizarion or moderniry proclaims and propagates irsetf as
universal, ahhoLrgh its alleged universality ultimately betrays a masquer-
ading particularity. H;story has repeatedly witnessed victor or colonizer
imposing as universal culture-specific insriturions, standards and modes
ot production and representation on the defeared or colonized. subsumine
and homoseni/ ins di f terenrr.r l  cuhure, and vatue, rnro.r  r ingutar orhir  oi
nurmal iry. l  hrr  L rhe way rmperulr ,r  hegemony aserr,  parr icular iry in rhe
name ot universaliry. In investigating and inrerrogating colonialism and
imperialism, one has to and does, along wirh critics like Said, celebrate
ethnic and cultural difference, deconsrructing ideologies of universalism.
For only by legirimaring and celebratins ethnic and racial djfference can
the dominated and marginalized peoples achieve recognition as equal and
justily their equaliry of being despite their insufficient technoloeical and
infr .r . rrucrural  modernizar ion. a,rd only by taunching drf ferenci . r ,  .ut .
rurr l l ) .  \oci i l l )  and geogrrphical l l  rml,edded can rhe ! iotared dir terenrcs
prove their identifcations by the imperial ti(esr or Norrh to be false and
torced representations.

Imperhlist imaginarive geographies first of all divide the world inro .us'
and'them', designatingthe familiar space as ours and the unfamiliar spaces
as theirs and making artificial geographical disrinctions. Once those dis
tinctions were established, all'the latenr and unchanging characterisrics of
the Orienr or the indigenous were nrade ro stand upon or ..rooted in ltheir]
geotsrdph) "  ."  lmdginar r \  e geography rrrn. iorms r ime, and sp.rce, or 'her o.
alien to the metropolitan self into hierarchically placed valuis and rnean
Ing' ,  crncel l rng rhe dr.crrre enrir ies held In by boider.  rnd tronr ien'  borh
lrreral ly and f igurar irely."  Arab,,  for rnsrarce, are conceived or aq..amel
riding, terroristic, hook+osed, venal lechers,: East Asians are believed to
be 'yellow', 'melancholy', 'risid', and .perfidious', .savages,and .monsrerJ;
Ahicans ar€ portrayed as'black', .phlegmatic' and .lax', .savages,, a of
rhem'an affront to real civ;lizarion,.ir They are either degeneraie or,have
no direction, nodriving power', ard,the sum oftheir efforts is futile'. Thev
are to be owned, guided, controlled, defined by the West, all because they
are 'not quite as human as "we" are'. Imaginarive geographies of the West
serve the purpose of translating'the appetite for more geographical space
int, ,  a theo4 .rhour rhe rpecral  rebron,hip berqeen seographl on rhe one
hrnd Jnd Livi l i , ,ed ur unciuI i led peoples on rhe orher.  "  \eir inB up r mrnl
Iesdn absolutely ditfereit world to b€ conrrolled. rranioLrlared. and incor-
p,rrared. the Ue\r regard. rhe n.nwe.rern people.r ,  corrupr.  degenerare.
irredeemable and inferior, theif narions havins .no life, history, or culture



'1 he Southern Qrcst i rn '  83
to speak of, no irrdependence or nrtegr;ty $1)rth representing wirhout the
\Vesi'.1- No o e has interrogrted ard deconstructed $/estern inrperillisil
with rrs inrgimtivc geogrrphies as rigorourlr and programm:ricallr as
Said did. As David Harvcl adrriringly :rcknowledges in r diffcrcrr cor
texr, ir is Said who'so brillinntlt' denonstrates in his study of Oricrralrsrr,
the identity of variegated peoples can bc colhpsed, shaped. and m.rnipu-
lated through the connotat ions rnd associar ions imposed as outsiders namc
places and peoples i it is he wtro clraws 'artention to thc pox,er of naming
as a poner over others as wel l  as over rhings' .  I  Here. .nlming'  does exact ly
the snme iob as ' im.rgi  At ivc eeogrnphies' i  rhat ther borh force idcni i r ies
onto people spat inl l r . rnd cul tural lv disrrnt f rorn the coknial isr . tncr or
gcographer. Indeed, whrt underwrites rhe l*s of naming or imaginative
geography is the guidims principle of propinquitv: $fiar is seosraphicall,v
and culnrrally propinquitous to rhe imperi.rl e,ve is associated rvith rea
s(nr,  v ir IUe, intel lect rnd. i ! i l izat ion r i rereas the areas or cLr l tures in the
renrote peripheries nre named or imagined to be barb:lric, prirnitivc, infe
rior, uncivilized and degenerate.

Said raught us d,er ard over again that geography is a fundamental and
enabl ing p.rr t  of  Westem colonial ism and i ts rerr i ror ial  expansi<n. This
is sonrelhing e\'en coloiialists rhemselves never bothered ro h e. Accord
ing to British imperilllists, (;eography is 'a essenrial part of knowledge in
sener.rl'.rnd, as 'a sistcr science to econornics and poluici, geograph,' has
to be recognized as dre 'handmaid of historv' or 'parr of thc eqlripmenr
that rs necessarv for a proper concepttun of citizenship" and "an indis-
pensable adjunct to the production oi a public man'.re fhose rvell verscrl
in Enslish liter:rure will probabl,v rn,rke I readr conncction befir,een thc
cxpansionist insistence on dre value of geography rn<l the episodes irrolv-
ing maps in British novets, parti.ularly voung Marlow's passion for read,
ing map' in ()nrrad's lftarr oIDarhness and Iannl-\ embarrassmenr rnd
seDse of shame when ridicLrled bv her cousins for n(,t beins able ro read :l
mrp in Austen's Ma,sfdld ParA. If geog raph ical knowledge is necessary for
a'proper concept ion ot c i t izenship'or 'pubi ic rran'  in inperial  Br irain,  i t
certainly explains rvell a young Brirish cirizen's passi< for m,rp c'r reachrg
or his/hcr embaruassnrenr for hck of seosriphical knorvledgc. t;eogr:rphy
and cartographv are certarnll part of nnderu science, ancl their absence nr
non{ estern counlries in the niuetecn celnrry were certainl,v nothing to feel
proL,d of, but ir is undeniablc rhat geographv ald canographl from thcir
verv begin ing in Eu()pe have seflred rhc inrcresrs of s)sremaric rerriro
r ial  cxpansion and pol i t ical  donrinrt i ,nr overseas. lngl ish l i tcrature is ful t
of allusions to rhe facts of empire and many novelistic proragonisrs h:rve
connections \'ith the British Enrpire. The empire lls a refererce and 

"rncasilv assunrcd place of trr\,e1, wealth, and service', notes Saicl in Calrare
afld lmferidLisn,'f|rnct ions for mLich of the FLrropean inetecnth century
as a codified, if only rnarginally visible, presencc in fiction, very much like
the servants in grand household, and in novels, whosc u'ork is raken for
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granted bur scsrcely ever nrore rhan named'.,o tn the Brit;sh novels such as
Dombey andSon,Tbe Grcdt Erpectations a.nd MansfieLd park.Saidrrctes.
' rhe dome+rc order ur,  r ied ro. locrred in,  ercn r l luminared br .r ,pe.. i6 l
cr l l \  I  "s/ ' . i '  order Jbroad .  '  t t r  D,,nbey and Sor we.ee rhar .rhe univene,
and the whole of rim€' is for rh€ British businessmen 1(] rrade in,. and rhat
rhr l  rre pror rded u i rh unl imireJ opporrunire. tor commercir t  . idrJnce
ment abroad'.:r Tbe Great Exfectathns can be taken as embodvine the
gre.r t  idea hehrnd rhe ur heru r<e ugty pr, ,pecrs or impe.,Jt i \m ro wh,;h iLtro-
peans like Marlow would bow ro pay their triburer establishins a seftler
colony orene.:s for dump,ng rhe unde.rred poput.rr ion and i"r  eiprop,,rr-
ing r6ource\ nerded in 

'he merropotrrarr cenrre.
In his geographical or conrrapuntal reading of Ja,re Ausreo,s Mdrrfeu

PdlA, Said-succincdy maps out rhe power relations between the metropoli
tan Mansfreld Park and Antigua whose presence is shadowy but meaning-
ful. The relationship he sees between them is similar to that Gramsci seis
between southern Italy and nothern Italy: a metropoliran centre depends
on a despised, exploited, infern,rized periphery for marerial and economic
s$tenance.lD Mdbsfeld Palk, rhe courrerpoint Said discerns or derermnres
is space or sparial relations, or geographn location or relocation. The spa-
fial counterpolnt concerns two mov€menrs! rhe movement fro,, Mansfi€ld
Park to Antigua and the movement from Portsmouth to Mansfield park.
One can say that Manslield Park is flanked by the two geographical spaces,
r€lying on th€m for its continued peace, elegance, propriety and prosperiry.
From Portsmouth, it gets a spirirual misrress and frorn Antieua irs wealth.
S.rrd\ readrng focu,es more on rhe sparir l  relarrorship harien Mans6etd
Park and Antigua. The presence of Antigua is shadown and irs nrnrion
sounds casual, bur as a geographicalpoint olre{erence it is consranrly men-
tioned and significant. Sir Thomas keeps travelling between Mansfeld park
ard Antigua for he has plantations there. The sparial relationship between
Mansf ield Park and Anrigua reremble\ ihrr  olcounrry "nd ro*n. merropo
lis and colony, centre and periphery. The good life in one space, Mansfeld
Park, is sustained by the other, Antigua. So it is actually i retarionship of
,ubiug ion a d e\pk,,rr t ion. Al l  imperi . r t  and Lotoniat enrerpr i ,e,  armed
at tetrirorial expansion involve a netropolis transforming aD outlying rer,
ntory into a colony, a tributary, an agricultural or manLrfacturing base,
a supplier ol longer seen as an independent countrv with
inrel lccrur l .  cuhur.r l  . rnd moral i r rregrrr l .  the facr rh:r  Anrigua or wes
Ind,e, a$urne. onl)  a ,had,,wy. recondarl  presenc n rhe n;, .1 pJr.r  et .
Ihat {act thar coloDies are never recognized as places of life, meaning and
importance ro metropolitan populations. Reading along with Said, on€
sees a parallel between l-.anny's enritlement to her starus as th€ mistress of
Mansfield Park and Sir Thomas's righr ro own planrarlons overseas. As sue-
ge'ret i  h)  Au\ren. I  r , 'heir  r r f l  ue. ind ah' l r r ie.  which tegrr imare rherrrule
over rherr re,pe..rrre rern'or ie\ .  In cr i r iqurns We.re." cot;niat ,rm, R,chrrd
Waswo sarcast ical ly poinrs our, 'c iv i l izar ion comes frorn elsewhere.. .  i t
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consists in domi atins the l.rnd, phnting lields and skvscr:pers upon ir,
and extract ing profr  f rom u. - .  any nondominat ing humarr i r lcnr i t icar ion
with uncultilaied land is ipso facro primitive and savage . . . drerefore, drc
displacenrent and/or destrucrion of such savases in the nanre ofalt the fore-
going, which is progrcss, is nroral ly just i f ied' . : rThis is dre losic of soci :r l
Darwinism-rhe f i r resr survives. This accounts for al l  imprr ial  expansiors
.rnd manoeurres. So wh.u lcgitinrizes Sir 'I honr as' a ppropriatnr n of land nr
r\nt igua ar€ h is ideas, vir tues and abi l i r ies tbat are wami g in the narives,
jLrst as fan v proves to be rhe right person for heirship to Sir Thonr:rds
pnrr iarchal anthori t r  in NIansf ield park by qLral i t ies aDd ' i  ues lacking in
his own children. The corresponclence berueen Fanny's sp.rtial movenrent
and Sir  Thomxs\ geographical  movemenr.s discussed nbove is norhins
cxpl ic ir lv given in Austcn\ norel ,  but wLar Seid s Gramscian cr j t ical  con-
sciousness and his contrapuntal re;rding derivcd therefrom ahva,vs alert us

\0hile rlNa,vs at pairrs to unmask rhe rcpresenrarionil violence of drc
inrperi:lisr imagi ativc geographies, Said never fails to point our counter-
poirts o{ resistance to irnperial po{er. FIis geogreph ic:r I imagr atnnr in this
se se stands diametrically opposed ro the imperialist irnaginative geogra
phies. It rigorously reiterares rhat ro sr.stem of pouer can exercisc r.xal
dominatiorr over the world's discoitinuous geographies oi habiratnnr and
effort and that there are always emergenr or :kenutivc solidarities of con
sciorsness, judgnrcnt and taste bevond control and alwavs spaces of resis
rance and h{)pe. For no maner hou'dominanr any social  s lstem rnay be, Said
quotes Ravmond Wil l iame saying,r i t  crnnot cxharrsr al l  social  experience,
which therefore alwavs potent i . l lv contains sptrce for.r l tcrnat ive acrs and
alterlarive intentions which are not yer irticulated as I social instirurior or
even project'.:1 Indeed, Vrilli.rnrs unfrilinsl,v rppelled r(r Said, despire his
regrettable shortcoming5, nrajorly for his sparial mode of 'rnalvsis.urd his
rheory of emergent social forces, but the larter's admiration for the fonrer
only points to a shared indcbtedness to rhe Grarnscian crlricil lcg:rc). Ior,
. ts Timodry Dren an renrinds us, Wil l iaf tJs 'cLr l tural  mrter ial ism'has i ts
thcorerical beginnings in Gramsci's emphasis on dre wrirer\ siruati(nr in a
matr ix of social  and cultural  prcduct ions, though he, unl ike his social  Br i t
ish cortemporaries such as Perr,v A d€rson and Eric Hobsbawrn, did not
sufficierdy acknowlcdge his indebtedncx to Grarnsci.ri 'What *e need ovcr
and abovc theory, however', Said qrote in .r .rlyzing travelling theory, .is
the critical reco8nirion rhat therc is no theory capable of covering, closing
off, predicting all the situarions in $'hich it might be useful. This is anorher
say of saying .  .  .  rhrr  no social  or intel lectu.r l  systerr c.rn be so dominanr
.rs io be unl imitcd iD irs srrength' . : i  Whi le ack owledging the br i l l iance
of I-ukacs's account of rei l ictr t ion and the lccersiry of upholding a cr i t ical
conscious ess beyond the reach of reifcatirn, Said rakes hinr tu rask for his
inability to sec tha! Do dominant social system is totally domiranr as to be
unl inr i ted in i ts rerch, for ' i f  rc i6cat ion is total l l  donin:nt,  how then can
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Lukacs cxplain his own work :s an rlternative forlr of thoLrght under the
sway of reificatior:'.r: U/hat Said throughour his critical career indefariga-
bly fought against x'as rotalizing systems oI thought or power, and that is
why he could never bring himself to tolerate Hegclian historicism, whosc
correclive or contrast he found iD rhe cr.mscian geographic:l mode oi
thinking. Indeed, power and resistance ro power, one can argue, \,r,as l1ll

According to Said's contrapuntal global analysis, rhere are alqays'rrl,o
sidcs, rwo narions, in combar, noi mercly the voice of the rhite nraster'.:3 As
Bemtr Parrv perspicaciously poinrs our, in t1aming a cuhureoiresistancc, Said
not only rediscovered amd recovered the subahern hisrories and rxperiences
suppressed by rhe proccsses of imperixlism, but asserted as counterpoinrs
to cmpire 'uprisirrgs, strikes, protests, dcnronstrarions, campaigns, cjviljan
militaDc,v and armed srrussles'.:,In Said\ vic% a complex and uneven geog
raphy ofsbbrl power rclations takelsl into accou nr all sorts ofspatialor geo
gr,rphical ard rhetrxical practices',r)including rhe third world\ anrinomian

nrionalisDr.r He celebrares the third $orld beginnnrgs in Dr Bois, Aim6
Cas.1ire, Franz FAnon and George Lammins, acclaiming the voyage in nade
by urhers like Retamar and Rushdic. Contestins 'corrceptions of hisrory
that stress linear development or Hcgelian transcendence', Said argues that
'decoloniz.tion is a verv comptex bartle over rhe course of different political
dcstinies, different histories and geographies, and ir is repletc with works oI
imagi ation, scholarship, arrd counrer scholarship'.rr His geosraphical criti,
cal consciousness never hesitates to salvage or develop porential resistance or
:rn emerg€nt social praxis. Tbat is rvhy nr discussirrgthe paradox ofthe impe-
rjalist impulsc iDrertwimed with anri imperialist visnnr implied in Conrad,s
Hcdrt ol Ddftfless, he eives plenty of space to elaborating rhe implicarions of
limirs ot empire and aker ativc realiry derived lron1 its narrarive forms. As
the novel b,v direct descripri( or implicarion speaks of the contingency of
imperial ism aswel las i rs i l lusions and violence, i t 'pernr irs i i rs l later readcrs to
imagine sonrething other than an Africa carved up into dozens of !.uropean
colonies'.I Said reveals himsel{ t<, be at his besr as a litcrary criric:rrd Gran
scian thinker whcn he wrues,'Conrad's self-consciouslv circular narrarive
lirrms dral ,rrtention to rhemselves as artilicial consrrucrions, cncouraging
us to sensc the porenrial of a realitv that seemed inaccessible ro ilnperial-
rsm, just beyond its control, and tht only well afier Conradt dexth iD 1924
acquired a sobstantial presence'.r! In a sense, ome can sey rh:rt Said's whole
critical career is :r ceaseless contrapuntal narrative of repressive pouer and
resist.nce to it. That is whv he 6nds Foucault's wrrk eventually short ofwhar
rI initiallr promises: alrhough hi, :rnalysis oI po$cr reveals ,irs injustice 3Dd
cruelr)', his thcorizarion of it tcDds b'ler ir go on more or less unchecked,.rr
Ir is in this sensc that Said contcnds that'FoucaL t's imaginarion of power
is hrg€ll r.r;r, rather thaD rgdirsr ir', and that it is not as,conrestatorv or
o1'pL,rrroral  J.  " , r  In.  'urtuce ir  retrn, ro br ' . .  He l . run,he. ( , ,am.cr: .  J,
\r'ell as V/illiamJs conceptions of'emergeni and alternative sutraltern groups
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within rhe doninaDr discursile society, in contradistinction with FoLrcault.s
'urmodulared miDimizati<n of resatance'.r- Ior Said as wclt as for C;ranr
sci .rnd !{tilliams, whatever is hunranll constructed has to be recognized as
contingent, vulnerable aDd oor mp.rvious ro disnrnnding and inrerrogltion,
whereas l-ouc.uft lails to nore that any dominanr cultLrre involves a .grraran
ieed insufficiencv . . . againsr \r,hich ir is possible to mount,rn attackt,'

Said as well as cramsci hlr\ left us but the world x,e tive in remains
caught up in the Southern Question. The South or tle non,Wesr continues
o be dominated, exploitcd and Lrnderdeveloped by the North or rLre Wesr;
the ancient coltesr for hegernonr" or rule o!er territorics goes on globallr
at differeut levels of social lifei inperialinn rcrun via thc processes of gto
bal izatnn devised arrd cenrred in the Nonh or Wesr is re- inviding iDto rhe
ersr$hi le colonies or;emicolonies; im.rginat ive geographies are at rvork
behnrd all types of nationalism and renophobia and v.rrnLrs versiors otrvar
ag,rinsr terror, particularly in the recent traq war.r, Although technotogi-
c:rl revolution, rransn*rnal corporations and the global resrructuring of
capit:rlisn have rnade the world increasrnglv interdependent and intercon
nected, radically alteriDg our conccprs of time, sprce, politics and relations,
this hl1s in no wav chenged rhe lundamental fact rhar drc Norrh or Wesr
still poses or imposes irsclf as the centre of thc \qld.r0 t he gtobal pos.er
rclations betwren rhe deleloted \tresr and t)re urrderdeveloped resr acutely
rernirrd us of the Southern Quesrion rodny. On the one hand, nultnrational
capital with its hegemonic ideologv and technology is globalty spreading
and celebrat ine Americanisn in econorr jcs, pol i t ical  insr i tLrt i<ns and cul-
tural  productnns, rei  forcing rhe f ivc-hundred vcar old col<niat c:pi tal ism
which established the \flest as rhe $orld's sec'politicrl, economic, cLrltural
and intel lectual ccnte. On the cxher hand, rhe dnpossessed subrlrem of
thc earth, h.rvi g hardly broken \(,irh old turocentrism, are all of a sudden
hijacked luo thc processes of capitalist sk)balization, becoming neocolo,
nizcd cuhural ly,  cconornical |  and inrei lectual ly.  Whi le capital :nd goods
globallv florv across national boundaries, drey nonerhcless rernain cenrred
in the northern or Wesrern hcmisphere. C;[)balc.rpi tal ism has nansforrned
"'hole 

arexs in Asin, Africa and L"tin America into labour intensive manu-
frcturing bases conrrolled by the imperial cenrres. I he world docs nor seem
to hare changed much in that ir is still torn apart by wars for power or
r$ources and is still nla ipulated by inlginrrive geographies, whose gene
alogy starts with Napoleol, co,rtinues with rhe rise of Oriental studiei and
the takeover of Norrh Airici, and soes on in similar undcrtakings in Viet
rnm, i  Egypt,  in Palesr ine and, durnrg the ent ire twcnrieth century in the
struggle oler oil and srrategic corrrrol in the Grrlf, ir traq, Svrii, patesrine,
and Afghanistan' .1

'Ihis is the world with ar urgcnt, unresolved Southern euestion, a nodd
calling for the Cranrsci.rn or Saidian critical consciorrsnex ,rnd geographical
iDagination, shich, morivatccl bv humanist veamings tor universal equal-
1ty, solidarit,v and lole. mever loses sighr of rhe domination and exploitatic,u
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of the peripheries and resisrance ro it. Ind€ed, rhe crirical project champi
oned by Said as sell as Cramsci not only sees a world ravaged by hatred,
dominance, violence, power and cxploitation whose exercise is in many
cases initiated and jusri6ed by nnaginative geogrsphies, bLrr a world rhat is
constructed by hurnan beings and hence stands oper to change ior the bct-
ter. One chief reason and straregy for changing rhe world to rid jt of wars
and imaginative ideolosies is, one can argue, rhe ideal of one worldism.'I hroughout Said's critical career, he never ceased to emphasize the interde
pendence and interrelaredness among culrures, narions and ethDic commu-
nities. According ro him, 'Crirical rhoughr does not submifto commands to
JoiD in rhe ranks marching against one or another approved enemy. Rather
than rhe manufactured clash oI civilizations, r,e n€eo ro conc€nrrare on rhe
slow working rogerber of culrures rhar overlap, borrow from each other,
rnd l;ve together in far more inreresting ways rhan any abridged or inau,
rherltic mode of understanding can allow'.a2 Thit is why he icclaimed the
coDstructively reinvented norion of'one world'proposed in the 2002 United
Nations \florld Summit in Jobannesburg. In this regard Said :s a public
intellectual intuansigently prrsuing iusric€ and peace and championins the
one world humanisn recalls what Alain Badiou recenrly wrore;bout;per
tormative unity'and the couragc to fight. We must imagine rowards.the
exisrence of rhe singlc world right from the starr, as axnrn and principle',
Badiou remarks.'The simple phrase, ,.there is onty one world',, is not an
obiecrive conclusion. h is perfonnative: we are decidjng rhar rhis is how
ir is lbr us'.{ In thc same contexr he proceeds ro define and recommend
utat he calls 'courage' as 'the princ;pal virrue in face of rhe d;sorientarion
of our oun times'. In Badiou's vocabulary, whar takes courage js ro write,
rhink or r . r  rn di i fercnr drrcr ' ro r l , , r  rmpn,ed t 'y rhe hegenro,r ic l r rv ot
rhc sor ld."r  B) deplol ing a perrormrrrre o e uortdr,m. SJrd p.he\er ingt)
fotrght against various forms of imperialisnr wirh rheir imaginat;ve seographies, and to those faniliar with his intellectual sovereignty and dauntlex-
ness, he definrr€ly stards ont as a man of courage who could never bc bent
to porver and dominarion. Having inherired Gramsci\ geographicat critical
conrcrousncss via Said and a world in rnanv ways no bener than it was when
Said and Cramsci were fighting for the carxe of freedom and equaiiry, it is
now our rurn ro rake rhe Saidian courage &r tight any form of imperialisrn
rhrough a performative one,worldisrn.
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