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The world of today is a magical place. We talk to people on the other side of the planet at 

the push of a button, we cook our lunch by splitting the cores of heavy atoms, and we treat 

cancer with subatomic particles moving nearly as fast as light.

In this lecture series, we will explore the origins of the technological marvels of the present. 

We will see the world through the eyes of the scientists of the past, examine the 

experiments they conducted and explain the inner workings of the instruments they devised. 

Watching progress unfold over the centuries, from the nature of heat, to electricity, to the 

mystery of the atom, we will witness how scientific progress spurred technological 

innovation, but also how new technologies helped push back the frontiers of knowledge 

even further.

Wherever we look, we will find examples of the symbiosis between fundamental science and 

technology, a connection that has not only helped us understand our place in the universe, 

but that has also given us the power to shape it into a place worth living in.
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