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Spring 2012 Newsletter 
Next steps: 

Explore our online resources 

Sign up for the Preparing 

Future Faculty Series.  Start 

with the Seminar, then 

workshop on Course Design, 

then create your teaching 

dossier through the seminar 

and workshop on teaching 

Next Steps: Programs, 
Resources and Links 
 

Find more information about 

teaching with our Instructor’s 

Online Tutorial: 

http://teaching.uchicago.ed

u/tutorial/index.html 
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Discussion Leading Resources: 

Peter Frederick, “The 

Dreaded Discussion” 

Improving College and 

University Teaching, 29 (1981) 

 

Peter Filine, “Discussing” The 

Joy of Teaching (2005) 

 

David Yamane, “Course 

Preparation Assignments“ 

Teaching Sociology 34 (2006) 

 

Barbara Gross Davis, 

“Discussion Strategies” Tools 

for Teaching 

Sign up for next quarter’s 
programs at: 

http://teaching.uchica
go.edu/?/workshops-
and-seminars/sign-up 

The CTL & IT Services Partner for new 
Faculty Roundtable on Technology  

This quarter the CTL and IT 
Services worked together to 
develop and introduce a brand 
new series of roundtable 
discussions among faculty on how 
to effectively utilize new 
technologies in the classroom. 
The new partnership has already 
yielded three roundtables; “Using 
Media to Motivate Student 
Learning”, with the discussion 
centered around the use of 
media in the classroom as an 

opportunity to develop and implement  innovative assignments.  Sessions 
included: “Teaching with Web 2.0”,  where faculty discussed Wikipedia, 
blogs, twitter, discussion boards, etc. and their potential as tools for keeping 
students both engaged and learning----and ““Open Climate 101: What 
Happens When You Open Your Classroom to the World?”, a roundtable 
with Biologist David Archer about using the internet as an effective tool for 

Peer-Led Team Learning Creator, Professor 
Pratibha Varma-Nelson, Shares Insights with 

UofC Students and Faculty  

  

The CTL was fortunate to have the 
opportunity to welcome nationally -
renowned expert in the field of 
collaborative learning, Pratibha 
Varma-Nelson (Indiana University-
Purdue at Indianapolis), to campus 
this quarter to lead a session on Peer 
Led Team Learning (PLTL), an 
innovation in teaching that has been 
adopted across programs in the 
sciences since she developed it over 
10 years ago. PLTL calls for the 
incorporation of small group work into 
the regular class format. 



  

Over 1100 students and 
faculty participated in 
CTL programs this year 

This quarter, over 55 
graduate students and 
postdoctoral teaching 
fellows came together with 
our panels of faculty from 
liberal arts colleges across 
the Midwest to discuss the 
always difficult task of 
navigating classroom 
discussion while teaching 
contentious topics. Our 

experienced faculty panels offered anecdotal knowledge & advice 
on everything from teaching potentially controversial films such as 
Borat to leading discussions in Gender Studies classrooms. The 
Seminar ended with a networking reception, where participants were 
able to continue lines of thought from the lectures and get more 
personalized counsel & feedback.  

Negotiating Discord & Teaching 
Contentious Topics at the CTL 

Our Spring 2012 Programs 

Graduate Student Programs: 

“Peer-led Team Learning with Pratibha Varma-
Nelson”  

“Creating Assignments to Structure Your 
Course”  

“Workshop on Teaching Portfolios”  

“Seminar on Course Design”  

“Workshop on Course Design” 

“Reports from the Job Market”  

“Negotiating Discord / Teaching Contentious 
Topics” 

“Workshop on Collaborative Learning” 

Microteaching 

“Deepening Student Learning with Library 
Research Skills” 

Individual Teaching Consultations and Mid-
Course Reviews 

Faculty Programs: 

“Using Media to Motivate Student Learning; A 
Faculty Roundtable on Technology in the 
Classroom” 

“Open Climate 101: What Happens When You 
Open Your Classroom to the World? With 
David Archer” 

Teaching with Web 2.0 

Lecturing 

Case-Studies: Challenging Teaching Moments 

Teaching Consultant Programs: 

Course Design and Assessment 

Evaluating a Successfully Designed Course 

 

Smart Teaching Spotlight:  
Santiago Mejia – 
Collaborative Learning 
This quarter, 5th Year Philosophy PhD student, 
Santiago Mejia, taught a philosophy tutorial 
designed with a collaborative learning approach--
-learning via interactive assignments in a workshop type atmosphere. 
Here is some of what Santiago had to say about his innovative 
course!  
 
Q: What made you want to teach a class based on collaborative 
learning? 
A: In the time I’ve spent here at UC, I have learned much more going 
to workshops than classes and I felt that Undergrads are not really 
exposed to that. By 3rd or 4th year, philosophy majors are well versed 
in working individually to analyze and criticize arguments, however, 
few have had the opportunity to develop their own positive views. It 
is my hope that this philosophy tutorial provides them with the 
opportunity to construe, foster and interact in a collaborative 
environment, and to harness that environment to help them develop 
a philosophical thesis of their own. 
 
Q: Can you give us an example of an assignment?  
A: Every week 1 student wrote a 3-4 page paper, while another wrote 
a response. All students read both papers, and we’d begin class by 
discussing them. It was metacognitive & led all of the students, 
extremely quickly, to write responses that were written in a truly 
collaborative spirit, managing to be critical & constructive. 
 
Q: Did you find collaborative learning to be a viable alternative? 
A:  Although we never conceptualized it, the constructive spirit that 
they were developing in their writing began to manifest itself in the 
classroom; students were less intimidated to talk and more 
comfortable making mistakes. I think that seeing the attitude was 
constructive made them feel like this was less a test to outwit the 
other, and more a collaborative enterprise that they could chip into, 
say what they had to, & listen to how what they said could be 
improved or corrected.  
 

Over 60 Graduate 
Student Instructors & 
Faculty received 
consultations under our 
Teaching Consulting 
Program this year. 


