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Some Elements that Contributed to the Success of the Class

1. Clear theoretical structure and important issues: authority, action, ethics, Ethiopia – doing philosophy, theology, and ethics in the context of history and society. 

2. Carefully chosen substantive readings in Ethiopian history that worked well with the conceptual structure and questions. 

3. Student leadership: weekly papers with self-grading and seminar presentations with student-led dialogue.  

4. A deep sense of community and diversity: 11 majors represented; commissioning dinner and introductions before the program began; mid-course Ethiopian dinner in Chicago; extended conversation after class; email and office hours. 

5. Going to (not just reading about) Ethiopia: the summer study trip (some highlights): 

a. A heightened sense of communal learning and friendship: being together and constant conversations on things that matter deeply. 

b. Visiting places we had studied and meeting people there: Gondar and Lalibela.

c. Inhabiting tensions and contradictions: briefings at the African Union Headquarters and feedings at Tesfa Dereget (questioning AAE). 

d. 2.5-day debrief on entire program: solidifying learning, ethical implications, and relationships. 

Some Challenges that Weakened the Class (student comments) 

1. Not enough time: One hour and fifty minutes once a week. 

2. Too much work for too little credit? Heavy reading, weekly papers, seminar presentations, final manifesto.

3. Very demanding schedule of travel, meetings, and events in Ethiopia: too little rest and time for synthesis. 

