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Course Overview

Winter 2015

80 minute sessions twice a week
Introduction to Comparative Literature I
9 students

— 2 second years, 4 third years, 3 fourth years

— Majors: Comp. Lit., Art History, Anthropology,
EALC, TAPS



Methodological Approach

* Reliance on contextualization in teaching
world literatures

* Encourage students to have and express “gut
reactions”

e Break from “native informant” model
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Chalk Posts

Focused on specific portions of the text

Provided forum in which to voice initial
thoughts

Structured and facilitated class discussion
Learning Aims: Reading Practices



Close Readings

* Built upon Chalk post
* Graded by rubric:

— Content

— Depth

— Creativity

— Writing Skills



Final Paper

* Built upon close reading

 Week 7: Read-write-pair-share comparison
exercise

 Collaborative construction of rubric



Rubrics

* Successes:
— Self-reflection
— Transparency
— Quantifiable
* Challenges:
— Limits of points
— Students fixate on points



Student-Student Interactions

* Existing cliques
* Chalk board
* Conference-style final presentations



