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These lectures are free of charge. To secure your spot at the lectures and to help 
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Reproductive Ethics
Reproductive Ethics touches upon issues that frequently engage social, 
political, and popular discourse. This year’s MacLean Center Interdisci-
plinary Faculty Lecture and Seminar Series will explore controversies at 
the intersections of scientific advances, reproductive decision-making, 
and profound moral and legal considerations. While Reproductive Ethics 
encompasses a wide spectrum of topics, this series is organized around 
three overarching themes: Obstetrical Ethics, Assisted Reproduction, and 
Family Planning and Abortion. This year’s speakers reflect a diversity of 
backgrounds and perspectives, and include national experts in the fields 
of medicine, law, and the social sciences. This series aims to encourage 
thoughtful discussion through lectures and seminars that will at times 
complement and at other times challenge each other. 

This year’s series was planned by Dr. Julie Chor, Assistant Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and Assistant Director of the MacLean Cen-
ter, and Dr. Mark Siegler, Director of the MacLean Center. They received 
valuable guidance from experts in the field, including Dr. Frank A. Cher-
venak, Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Weill Cornell Medicine, 
Katie Watson, JD, Assistant Professor in Medical Education-Medical 
Humanities and Bioethics at Northwestern University, and Drs. Melissa 
Gilliam and Debra Stulberg, from the Departments of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and Family Medicine at the University of Chicago. 

This series is co-sponsored by the University of Chicago’s Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology (Dr. Ernst Lengyel, Chair) and the	  
Bucksbaum Institute for Clinical Excellence. 

 
 

Thirty-Five Years of
MacLean Center Ethics Seminars
In 1981, under the auspices of the MacLean Center, Mark Siegler and 
Richard Epstein organized a yearlong interdisciplinary seminar series on 
Medical Innovation and Bad Outcomes: Legal, Social and Ethical
Responses. The success of that initial seminar program demonstrated that 
there was great interest at the University of Chicago in creating a
sustainable interdisciplinary forum to discuss health-related subjects 
with colleagues from across campus. Each year since 1981, the MacLean 
Center has sponsored an annual seminar series that has examined the 
ethical aspects of one key health related issue. Previous topics have 
included: Organ Transplantation, Pediatric Ethics, Global Health, Health 
Care Disparities, Medical Professionalism, Confidentiality, 
Pharmaceutical Innovation and Regulation, Health Reform, End of Life 
Care, and Neuroethics. In 2016-2017, our topic is Reproductive Ethics.

Accreditation and Credit 

The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for 
physicians.

The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 1.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ per seminar. Physicians should claim only 
the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Nurses, social workers, and other healthcare professionals will receive a Certificate of 
Participation for a maximum of 1.5 continuing education units per seminar.  For informa-
tion on the applicability and acceptance of Certificates of Participation for educational 
activities certified for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ from organizations accredited by the 
ACCME, please consult your professional licensing board.

CME credit will be offered to University of Chicago affiliates only.

This lecture series was organized by:

Julie Chor, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Assistant Director, The MacLean Center
The University of Chicago

Mark Siegler, MD
Lindy Bergman Distinguished Service Professor of Medicine and Surgery
Director, The MacLean Center
The University of Chicago

The MacLean Center would like to thank the following institutes for their assistance co-spon-
soring selected lectures in this series:

For more information or special assistance, contact Cindy Avila at (773) 702-1453 or 
cavila16@medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu.
To register for MacLean Center events, please visit MacLeanCenter.eventbrite.com. 
To receive updates about MacLean Center events, please sign up for our listhost at 
http://macleanethics.uchicago.edu/about/mailing_list
To learn more about the MacLean Center, please visit http://macleanethics.uchicago.edu.
Videos from this seminar series will be available within two weeks of the lecture on our
YouTube site at youtube.com/user/MacLeanCenter. 
For live updates about the seminar series, follow the MacLean Center on Twitter at 
#macleanseminar or @MacLeanEthics.



  Autumn Quarter 2016		         Winter Quarter 2017			      Spring Quarter 2017
October 5, 2016
The Racial Gap in Maternal Morbidity/Mortality: Why 
Reproductive Justice Matters
Dorothy E. Roberts, JD 
George A. Weiss Professor of Law and Sociology
University of Pennsylvania Law School

October 12, 2016
Doing Harm? When Health Care Providers Report New 
and Expecting Mothers to the Police and Other Authorities
Jeanne Flavin, PhD
Professor of Sociology
Fordham University

October 19, 2016
The Moral Status of Women and Fetuses in Ob/Gyn Care
Katie Watson, JD
Assistant Professor of Medical Education, Medical Humanities & 
Bioethics
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

October 26, 2016
Professional Ethics in Obstetrics Practice and Research
Frank A. Chervenak, MD, FACOG
Obstetrician and Gynecologist-In-Chief
New York Presbyterian Hospital, Weill Cornell Medical College

November 2, 2016
Ethical Tensions Between Maternal-Fetal Medicine and 
Pediatrics: Implications for Prenatal Counseling
Stephen Brown, MD
Associate Professor of Radiology
Harvard Medical School

  November 9, 2016
  Ethics and Pursuit of The Good Birth
  Anne Drapkin Lyerly, MD, MA
  Associate Director, The Center for Bioethics
  University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

  November 16, 2016
  Cesarean Delivery on Maternal Request: Did We Let 
  Birth Choice Override Maternal Safety? 
  Paul Burcher, MD, PhD
  Associate Professor of Bioethics and Obstetrics & Gynecology
  Albany Medical College

 
  November 30, 2016
  Death in Pregnancy: A Case for Limited Autonomy? 
  Jeffrey L. Ecker, MD
  Chief, Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology
  Massachusetts General Hospital

 	               December 7, 2016
	               Ethical Issues in Academic Global Women’s Health 
	               Engagement
		    Tim Johnson, MD
		    Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
		    University of Michigan 

         	
January 4, 2017
Documentary Film Screening: The State of Eugenics
Dawn Sinclair Shapiro
Director/Producer/Writer

January 11, 2017
Ebola and Zika: Case Studies in Management of 
Infectious Disease in Pregnancy
Emily Landon, MD
Medical Director, Antimicrobial Stewardship and Infection        	
  Control
The University of Chicago 

   January 18, 2017
Legal and Ethical Issues in Gestational Carrier 	
Arrangements: Giving Birth to New Family Building 
Options
Nanette Elster, JD, MPH
Assistant Professor, Neiswanger Institute of Bioethics
Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine

                           January 25, 2017
	 Ethically Controversial Issues Surrounding Gamete 		
	 Donation
	 Susan Klock, PhD

Professor of OB-GYN-Reproductive Endo & Infertility
	 Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

                            February 1, 2017
 	 Onco-fertility: Ethics and Hope After Cancer
          Teresa Woodruff, PhD
  	 Vice Chair for Research, The Department of Obstetrics      	
  	   and Gynecology
  	 Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine

 February 8, 2017
 Ready or Not: Mitochondrial Replacement 		

Technologies
 Lainie Ross, MD, PhD
 Associate Director, The MacLean Center for Clinical        	
	   Medical Ethics  
                  The University of Chicago

	  February 15, 2017
	  Preimplantation Genetics: Liabilities and Limitations
	  Valerie Gutmann Koch, JD 
	  Director of Law and Ethics, The MacLean Center for 
	    Clinical Medical Ethics
 The University of Chicago 

February 22, 2017
Creating Policies for Creating Babies: Ethical and 	
Legal Conflicts in Reproductive Technology 
Lori Andrews, JD
Distinguished Professor of Law
IIT Chicago - Kent School of Law

           March 1, 2017
Banking on DNA: Globalizing Selective Reproductive 
Technology
Rayna Rapp, PhD
Associate Chair, Department of Anthropology
New York University

  March 29, 2017
  Not Much Choice: Reproductive Justice and 	        	
  Women of Color
  Melissa Gilliam, MD, MPH
  Chief, Section of Family Planning and Contraceptive Research
  University of Chicago
		    
  April 5, 2017
  Religious Healthcare Institutions: What Do They   	
  Mean for Patients, Clinicians, and Our Health 	   	
  System? 
  Debra Stulberg, MD, MA
  Assistant Professor of Family Medicine
  University of Chicago

		    April 12, 2017
		    Women’s Perspectives on Receiving Care in 
		    Religiously Affiliated Institutions
		    Lori Freedman, PhD
		    Assistant Professor of Ob/GYN & Reproductive Services	
	   	   University of California, San Francisco

   April 19, 2017
   Legal History of Contraception and Abortion in
   the United States
   David Strauss, JD
   Gerald Ratner Distinguished Service Professor of Law 
   The University of Chicago

April 26, 2017
Contending Conscientiously for Good Medicine        
with Respect to Human Reproduction
Farr Curlin, MD
Josiah C. Trent Professor of Medical Humanities
Duke University

May 3, 2017
Conscientious Provision of Abortion Care: The 
Counter-punch to Anti-Choice
Willie Parker, MD, MPH, MSc
Chair-Elect, Physicians for Reproductive Health

May 10, 2017
Sterilization in Women with Intellectual Disabilities
Kristi Kirschner, MD
Chief Medical Officer & Founding Partner
Community Care Alliance of Illinois

    
  May 17, 2017
  Legislative Interference in the Doctor-Patient 
  Relationship and Physician Advocacy
  Hal Lawrence, MD
  Executive Vice President and Chief Executive Officer
  The American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

This schedule is subject to change. 
For the most updated schedule, please visit MacLeanCenter.eventbrite.com.


