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Professor John Mearsheimer 

Professor Mearsheimer is the R. Wendell Harrison Distinguished Service Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Chicago, where he has taught since 1982. He graduated from West Point and then served five years as an officer in the US 
Air Force. Following his service, he received a PhD in political science from Cornell. He has written extensively about 
security issues and international politics, including six books, the most recent of which is The Great Delusion: Liberal 
Dreams and International Realities (2018). Professor Mearsheimer’s writings have appeared both in popular newspapers 
like the New York Times and in academic journals like International Security. He received the Clark Award for Distinguished 
Teaching when he was a graduate student at Cornell in 1977, and he won the Quantrell Award for Distinguished teaching 
at the University of Chicago. In 2003, he was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and in 2020, he won 
the James Madison Award, which is given once every three years by the American Political Science Association to “an 
American political scientist who has made a distinguished scholarly contribution to political science.” 

 

 


