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Hong Kong Redux
Public Lecture - The Hong Kong Resettlement Programme: 1950-1972
APBBE - (AFABRE . HEERFN1950-1972 )

Similar to squatting, resettlement was among the most prominent features of post-war
Hong Kong housing development. By 1967, a million of Hong Kong people (a quarter of
the population then), lived in overcrowded resettlement estates. The resettlement
programme had become well-known internationally. Life in resettlement estates was an
important shared memory among many Hong Kong people.

Illustrated with rare historical photos, Tim Ko, Historian-in-Residence of UChicago Yuen
Campus Hong Kong, will share with the audience the stories and primary objective of
the resettlement programme, which was always mistakenly believed to be housing
refugees per se. This is, in fact, far from the truth.
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Date: November 12, 2020 Thursday
HER : 20205118128 EHAM

Time: 8:30pm - 9:45pm
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Speaker: Mr. KO Tim Keung
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This program will be broadcast in Cantonese with Chinese and English subtitles and
illustrations of rare historical photos.
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Online Exhibition - Memories of a Bygone Era: Resettlement in Hong Kong
1950-1972
BERWE - (FTIEE . 19501972 ERERE)

In the early post-war years, recurrent squatter fires and problems associated with
squatting had gradually threatened to disrupt the urban framework in Hong Kong. The
government was forced to embark on an unprecedented large-scale resettlement
program. Initially, the emphasis was geared toward the eviction of squatters and the
rehousing of as many of them as possible in permanent accommodation - at high
densities and low standards. Government officials, making referencing to the sheer
quantity of the resettlement blocks constructed, often described the program as a
glorious achievement. Others, horrified by the tedium of the design, the density of the
population and the poverty of the environment in these estates, blamed the government
for its misguided housing policy. Either way, the resettlement experience had become
one of the most important shared memories of ‘home’ for many Hong Kong people.

The exhibition provides a window for a bygone era when resettlement estates
constituted a unique urban Hong Kong landscape.
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About the Speaker (7T

Mr. KO Tim Keung, Historian-in-Residence,
was formerly council member of the Royal
Asiatic Society (Hong Kong Branch) and a
member of the Antiquities Advisory Board.
He also served as a museum expert adviser
for the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department. At present, he is an advisor
for the Collection Committee of the Hong
Kong Maritime Museum. He has written
extensively on various aspects of Hong
Kong history.
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