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Salikoko S. Mufwene 

Salikoko S. Mufwene is the Edward Carson Waller Distinguished Service Professor of Linguistics and the College 

at the University of Chicago, where he also serves on the Committee of Evolutionary Biology, the Committee on 

the Conceptual and Historical Studies of Science, and the Committee on African Studies. His current research is 

in evolutionary linguistics, which he approaches from an ecological perspective, focused on the phylogenetic 

emergence of languages and language speciation, especially the emergence of creoles and other forms of the 

indigenization of European languages in the colonies, as well as language vitality. His books include: The Ecology 

of Language Evolution (CUP, 2001), Language Evolution: Contact, competition and change (Continuum Press, 

2008), Iberian Imperialism and Language Evolution in Latin America (U of Chicago Press, 2014), Bridging 

Linguistics and Economics (with Cécile B. Vigouroux, CUP, 2020), and The Cambridge Handbook of Language 

Contact (2 volumes, with Anna María Escobar, June 2022). He is the founding editor of Cambridge Approaches 

to Language Contact and has been invited to edit Cambridge Elements in Language Contact. 

 


