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'The highest honour of all awards given by HKIA to

members works of architectural excellence in Hong
Kong and setting an outstanding benchmark in

architectural profession. The projects are selected from

the HKIA Merit Award of Hong Kong entries.
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Medal of the Year of Hong Kong and
Special Architectural Award—Heritage & Adaptive Re-use
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The Hong Kong Jockey
Club University of
Chicago Academic
Complex | The University
of Chicago Francis and
Rose Yuen Campus in
Hong Kong
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Revery Architecture Inc.
(For Special Architectural Award, in association with / E3E2 LR
Revival Heritage Consultants Ltd.)

In 2013, the University of Chicago was granted the historic site on Mount
Davis for its Hong Kong campus. Officially opened in December 2018, the
campus is a regional hub for ambitious research, education and collaboration
and an important addition to the University’s international presence and
engagement. The spirit of learning is presented by a collaborative environment
for student interdisciplinary learning from worldwide experts. As such, the
teaching and circulation space have been designed to work symbiotically.

Nestled among tree canopies and verdant public hiking trails, the design was
most importantly inspired by the site's challenging topography, magnificent
panoramic views and scattered remnants of its military past. Firstly built

as a defence point before WWII, the site was later occupied by refugees
before its conversion to a British Army Royal Engineers’ mess and quarters,
and eventually became a detention centre under the Special Branch of the
Hong Kong Police Force. Its unique history presents symbols of enclosure
while serving as a reminder of Hong Kong’s history in the last century. The
meticulous integration of heritage and contemporary architecture embodies a
transformation reconciling the past with the promise of future opportunities.
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of
Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of
Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of
Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of

Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong

Photo Courtesy Ema Peter
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Photo Courtesy Ema Peter
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of

Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of
Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong




The Hong Kong Jockey Club University of Chicago Academic Complex | The University of
Chicago Francis and Rose Yuen Campus in Hong Kong
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This is an excellent example to showcase how

reconciles old and new, natural and man-

made, even in a difficult site with challenging

topography. Further to commendable heritage
conservation and natural preservation, the project
has accomplished architectural excellence with
an elegantly articulated form, stunning spatial
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creations and highly sophisticated details. It
creates various in-between spaces of amazing
architectural quality that unintentionally attract
you to stay, sense daylight, gaze at trees’ shadow
and enjoy views.
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